ABC Site Committee Report 2023
An ABC member sent the following St. Louis sites to consider.
The following was copied and pasted to an email and sent to the committee.

Armory STL is a new entertainment complex in Midtown, is massive —and we’re not exaggerating. The
venue has almost 6 acres of flexible indoor space with approximately 500 feet of bar space, multiple
kitchens, the largest indoor TV screen in Missouri, a state-of-the-art sound system, arcade games and
other activities such as cornhole, table tennis and four-square badminton. There are also putting greens,
adult seesaws and a bright-green, two-story slide. The vibe is fun and casual, and entrance is free for all,
and you can also host private events in different areas of the facility. The City Foundry is a 100-year-old
Century Electric Co. factory in Midtown has been transformed. Now featuring a European-style food hall
populated by chef-driven restaurants and unique boutiques filled with locally made products, the site is
perfect for your events. Check out 18Rails, a new venue and event space at City Foundry, with a grand
entrance inside the Food Hall. Voted the best caterer in St. Louis year after year, Butler’s Pantry operates
the space, and it can host a whole gamut of events, from meetings to parties. Both Alamo Drafthouse
and Puttshack recently opened at City Foundry, as well. “Not another multiplex,” the former aims to
preserve the film-watching experience, while Puttshack provides a tech-infused mini golf experience that
offers delicious sips and bites.

The CITYPARK is the Home of St. Louis CITY SC, our newest sports franchise, CITYPARK stadium connects
the city’s downtown core and the thriving Midtown district. Along with exhibition and regular season
games, the sleek open-air venue will host corporate gatherings, food festivals, parties and other social

events throughout the year. Choose to have your meeting or event here, and you’ll feel the electric
atmosphere that lingers after match days. And finally The Hawthorn is not too big and not too small, The
Hawthorn might be just right for your next event. Located in the up-and-coming Downtown West
neighborhood of St. Louis, the open-concept space is versatile, with more than 10,000 square feet, two
full-service bars and rich character. The professional and personable staff will take care of your every
need while the in-house concert-style production will ensure your entertainment looks and sounds
incredible. The new venue also hosts high-energy concerts, memorable fashion shows and family-
friendly events — something for everyone.

Although these venues all sound spectacular and are within our designated demographic center of the
ABC population (46 miles from French Village, Mo) | do not believe they are the correct venues for our
specific needs.

The sales manager from the Crowne Plaza Hotel and Resort in Ashville, NC contacted the President of the
ABC via email and the email was forwarded to the Site Committee Chair. Information regarding the hotel
and the surrounding Ashville NC area was submitted, unfortunately Ashville NC is 660 miles (as the crow
flies) from the demographic center of the population of the membership of the ABC, French Village Mo.
And does not meet the ABC site criteria.
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The Meadow View Marriot in Kingsport Tn was submitted with information regarding the Kingsport Tn
area. Kingsport Tn is located (as the crow flies) 442 miles from the demographic center of the population
of the membership of the ABC, French Village Mo. And does not meet the ABC site criteria.

The “new” sales manager of the Wyndham Indianapolis West (the former ABC site for the years 2013-
2019) has contacted numerous past presidents along with site committee chair multiple times inquiring
about returning to the Wyndham. It is my opinion that due to previous disputes with the management
and their lack of forthrightness with our club it is best that we do not return to this venue.

A site committee member submitted the Purina Farms site in Gray Summit, Mo. This site is precisely 42
miles (as the crow flies) from the demographic center of the population of the membership of the ABC,
French Village Mo. This site ticks many of the criteria boxes and then some but unfortunately NOT the
most important box of an onsite hotel. The closest hotel is the Best Western in Washington, Mo at 8.4
miles. The nest closest hotel is the Super 8, clocking in at 9.8 miles from the venue. For the last 15 or so
years there have been many rumors of a hotel being built adjacent to the venue, they are truly just
rumors.

A site committee member submitted the University Plaza Hotel in Springfield Mo. This venue is 167 miles
(as the crow flies) from the demographic center of the population of the membership of the ABC, French
Village Mo. The hotel and adjacent convention center were the 2023 DPCA national specialty site. The
site committee member along with many other ABC members attended the show and sent photos and
numerous varied reviews. This site ticks many boxes on our site criteria list. This site is promising and
could be a candidate for a later time.

The Club needs to be mindful of declining entries, dog show engagement and lastly the economy. The
current hotel is willing to negotiate and has accommodated our needs in every way. They are very eager
to keep our contract and have renegotiated without penalty after the fact when we did not reach
contract thresholds. My ultimate fear is if we were to move to a new venue this year or soon, with the
continued uncertainty with entries and the economic outlook we would not have the relationship that
we currently have with the Marriot Indianapolis East and would face large financial penalties. Therefore,
the ABC site committee recommends that the ABC continues at the current site.

Tami Mishler

ABC Site Committee Chair



