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The Eyes Have It 

Our standard describes the eyes as "Dark brown in color, not too small, too penetrating or 

too deep-set. Their mood-mirroring character combined with the wrinkling of the forehead 

gives the Boxer head its unique quality of expressiveness." The standard does not describe 

the shape of the eye, but experienced breeders know the optimum form, which Eleanor 

Linderholm drew so precisely for the American Boxer Club illustrated standard: a soft 

oval/almond shape, frontally placed, rather than the more oblique placement of the 

Doberman Pinscher. Above all, it should express intelligence, responsiveness and curiosity. 

Boxer lovers will tell you that there is a very human expression in a proper eye, a unique 
quality that endears the breed to those who admire it.  

The third eyelid should be pigmented (rimmed with black). The lack of pigment detracts 

from the ideal expression and accentuates the fact that the eye is surrounded by pink 

tissue, a cosmetic failing. Judges often discriminate against the unpigmented third eyelid. 

This discrimination, plus the fact that black haws are the very devil to breed true, has led 

legions of breeders to have the so-called white haws trimmed back at the time of ear 

cropping. Such cosmetic surgery is illegal under AKC rules and dogs so altered are subject 

to disqualification and their owners to suspension. Any surgical tightening of loose lower 
eyelids is subject to the same penalties.  

Narrow, slanted eyes impart a sinister look that is incorrect and does not convey the proper 

soft, gentle expression. Likewise, big, round "poppy" eyes, which convey a startled look, are 

incorrect.  

Eye color should be dark, deep, lustrous brown—not tan, hazel or yellow. A somewhat 

confusing phrase in the standard says that "Eyes noticeably lighter than the ground color of 

the coat" are to be considered a fault. If you carry that interpretation to an extreme, the 

standard would seem to tell us that a light fawn dog can get away with light fawn eyes, but 

this is not so! I repeat: The eyes should be dark brown, sometimes appearing black, no 
matter what the coat color.  

Breeders and judges alike must pay attention to Boxers’ eyes. We have many other 

concerns as well, but we must never forget that the essential character of the breed is 
expressed with those beautiful eyes.  

Our national will be held May 3 through 8 at the Holiday Inn FSK Mall in Frederick, MD. 

Events include breed and obedience classes, a health and an education seminar and Top 20 
competition. All are welcome!  
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