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On your Guard! 

The April AKC GAZETTE contains AKC Vice President of North Carolina Operations John 

Mandeville's usual insightful analysis of 1996 breed registration statistics. As it relates to the 

Boxer, the following quote from his story is chilling: The Dobe decline has been matched by 

the ascendancy of the Rottweiler as the American public's guard dog of choice, although the 

Rott's declining totals in the last three years indicate there may soon be an opening for a 

new guard dog of the moment. S  

The strong showing by Boxers in recent years indicates some may be choosing this breed as 

a guard dog. Boxers moved up two notches to 13th place overall with 36,398 registrations, 
up 4,054, a 14.1 ,, percent gain  

As our standard indicates, the Boxer is "instinctively" a hearing guard dog. No one who 

owns a Boxer is unaware of unfamiliar sounds or the arrival of strangers. Booming barks 

usually announce such events in no uncertain terms. But the Boxer is no thug. When it 

decides all is well—that the sounds presage no danger or the strangers pose no threat—it 

will enthusiastically greet new arrivals, then quietly lie down in its favorite spot in the living 

room. In fact, many owners jest that as long as their dog receives a friendly pat on the 
head, it would lead burglars to the family silver.  

We already know how important it is to screen prospective puppy buyers very carefully. Do 

they have a fenced-in yard? Do they appear responsible? Does each family member seem 

equally eager? Now we have additional concerns. Do not sell to anyone who wants to turn 

your sweet, wiggly puppy into an attack dog.  

Beware the “macho” buyer who wants only the biggest, toughest prospect. Use common 

sense when dealing with buyers. If what Mandeville says is true, we must recognize that 

Boxers will fall into unscrupulous hands if profiteers think they can make great sums at the 
breed’s expense.  

To prevent this from happening, owners must educate the people they meet that the Boxer 

is not an attack dog, or even really a protection dog. It was developed for the thankfully 

long-outlawed so-called sports of bull-baiting and dog fighting. Dogs that were so used had 

to be extremely tractable People-aggressive dogs did not contribute to the breed we have 
inherited.  

Deliberate and wary with strangers, our standard warns of the breed, he will exhibit 

curiosity [about the stranger] but, most importantly fearless courage if threatened However, 
he responds promptly to friendly overtures honestly rendered.”  

The owner of the dog described by our standard will show you photos of the dog with 

children, and tell you how intuitive, smart, loyal and loving it is—not that it chases off the 
postal carrier.  

Warning: Once-a-month heartworm preventives that contain ivermectin may cause serious 

complications in some Boxers. Toxicity manifests itself in a very small but important 

percentage of susceptible dogs. Problems usually appear as neurological abnormalities, 
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sometimes seizures and death. A 14-month-old Boxer I had showed signs of toxicity after 

receiving its heartworm dose, but its loving owners didn’t understand the danger. Within 18 

hours of receiving another monthly dose, it died. If you have concerns, consult your 
veterinarian.  
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