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The Eyes Have It 
 

Our standard describes the eyes as “Dark brown in color, frontally placed, generous, not too small, too protruding, 
or too deep-set.” 
 
The standard does not describe the exact shape of the eye, whose dimensions defy an easy definition. (Some have 
suggested “lemon shaped,” but lemons come in many shapes and sizes, so to me that is not very helpful.) 
 
Experienced breeders know the optimum form, which Eleanor Linderholm drew so precisely for the American 
Boxer Club illustrated standard: a soft, full oval shape, rather than the more oblique or almond shape of a breed 
like the Doberman Pinscher. 
 
Narrow, slanted eyes impart a sinister look that is incorrect and does not convey the proper soft, gentle expression 
of the Boxer. Likewise, big, round, “poppy” eyes, which convey a startled look, are incorrect. 
 
Above all, the eye expression should express intelligence, responsiveness, and curiosity. It does, indeed, mirror the 
mood of the dog, who just as easily mirrors the mood of the master. Boxer lovers will tell you that there is a very 
sweet and gentle expression in a proper eye—a unique quality that endears the breed to those who admire it. 
 
The third eyelids, according to the revised 2005 standard, “preferably” should have pigmented rims (rimmed with 
black). The lack of pigment may detract from the ideal expression and is a cosmetic flaw. Many times, judges and 
breeders alike discriminate against the unpigmented third eyelid. This discrimination, 
plus the fact that these so called “black haws” are the very devil to breed true, led many breeders over the years to 
have the so-called white haws trimmed back at the time of ear cropping. Such cosmetic eye surgery is illegal under 
AKC rules and dogs so altered are subject to disqualification and their owners to suspension. Any surgical 
tightening of loose lower eyelids is likewise subject to the same penalties. 
 
Eye color should be a dark, deep, lustrous brown—not tan, hazel, or yellow. The Boxer should never have these so 
called “prey animal” eye colors, which would totally alter the ideal sweet expression of the breed. The deep shades 
of brown are all preferred and have nothing to do with the coat color of either fawns or brindles. 
 
I think that many breeders need to pay more attention to the shape, color, and placement of the eye of their 
Boxers. We see too many eyes placed toward the sides of the head, with slanted shapes reminiscent of completely 
different breeds. 
 
One of the Boxer’s most unique attributes is his generous, keen eye, and although it may be difficult to describe 
accurately, breeders must continually strive to promote its elusive character. 
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